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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this Department.] 



A BEQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

Dear Editor : Could you or Dr. Baldy give me any idea of what 

the compensation should be for a nurse giving anaesthetics for a surgeon 

who averages from two to five eases daily ? And I take this opportunity 

to thank you for all the good things the Journal brings me each month. 

M. C. 
[We should like to have further information from nurses engaged in this 
kind of work. — Ed.] 



A NURSE'S INFLUENCE 
Dear Editor : In speaking to a leader of the national suffrage for 
women of the attitude of nurses toward political equality I learned the 
following little history. At the time Wyoming was about to be made a 
state a certain prominent citizen, of great weight politically, had had 
in his family a trained nurse who had saved the life of his wife. Deeply 
grateful, the citizen asked the nurse to name something that he could do 
for her to show his gratitude, and she said, "votes for the women of 
Wyoming." He bore witness to his gratitude by inserting the equal 
suffrage plank in the constitution of the newly made state, and there it 
is to-day. I would much like to know the name of the nurse who did 
this truly patriotic service for her country. L. L. Dock. 



HOT SPONGING IN TYPHOID 
Dear Editor : For the benefit of the " nurse in India " will give 
my experience with hot sponging. In 1893 I had as a patient a large 
woman who had had a two weeks' run of typhoid fever when pneumonia 
ensued. During the two weeks her temperature was always between 
102° and 104°; when symptoms of pneumonia began it persistently 
remained at 104°. I had tried all means used at that time, when the 
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doctor said one day: "Try a very hot bath. Sometimes thick tissue 
holds the fever and if we can get it to the surface, we can take care of 
it better." I don't know how hot the water was, but just as hot as I 
could bear my hands in. I put it in a tall, small top pitcher and sponged 
each part slowly. Even with the rapid respiration the patient seemed 
relieved and slept five hours, and had less delirium. I sponged twice 
daily for one week when temperature was reduced to 102°. Later in 
that year I had a case of " nerves " with pains in the lower extremities ; 
the patient almost never slept at night. Had been told by the doctor " to 
use any means" I wished to, to "bring comfort" and thought of hot 
bathing. I used the hot water as in the first case, except on lower 
extremities, where a rubber sheet covered with a towel was placed under 
and sponge wet five and six times in order to soothe pain and induce 
sleep. Eelief was slow in coming but in the end I think it proved to be 
better than drugs. I kept the bathing up for three weeks each evening 
at 9 o'clock and then watched for results. 

As Old Graduate. 



THE SUFFRAGE 

Dear Editor: The letters of deprecation because the resolutions 
approving woman suffrage were not adopted at the San Francisco con- 
vention are becoming so numerous, that some word of why they were 
not, why they should not be adopted, seems pertinent. 

Whether woman should have equal political rights with man has 
nothing to do with the question. I am willing to argue that from my 
own point of view in the proper time and place, that place is not in 
the pages of a magazine published in the interests of the nursing pro- 
fession, nor in a convention assembled "to strengthen the union of 
nursing organizations, to elevate nursing and to promote ethical stand- 
ards in all the relations of the nursing profession." What can be found 
in that quotation from the constitution of The Nurses' Associated 
Alumnae to warrant a convening of that body in considering woman 
suffrage? That the convention refused to adopt the resolutions stands 
to its credit. As a rule a motion made is carried. The eloquence, oratory 
and ability in argument were with the affirmative : the negative was not 
well argued, but the instinct was true, and the vote told. 

I think that matter could have been thrown out as irrelevant, as not 
being a matter suitable for consideration by that assembly, but we were 
unprepared and if it was, as it has been characterized " a hasty snap-shot 
verdict," the verdict was only in keeping with an irrelevant motion 
sprung upon us. 



